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SAS ST aSr et Ws 2 x oo we 


Like the idea, the symbol can be viewed from more 
than one side. It can be converted to more than one 
side, more than one use. Its intended use does not al- 
ways determine its use. 


People who understand power always understand 
the power of ideas and symbols. In order to reduce 
the power of symbols, we have to de-mystify them. 
In order to do this we have to have the power to show 
the symbol as vulnerable by distortion, assault, or 
usurpation—providing that the assumed power is ac- 
tually in the configuration of ideas associated with it. 

Our ignorance of how symbols hold power is for 
certain one of the major reasons they often hold pow- 
er over us. Not unexpectedly then symbols are fre- 
quently intimidating. The same is true of ideas. 


Since it is the way of symbols to support ideas, new 
ideas must demonstrate their force not only always in 
contention with the challenged ideas but often, too, 
with the challenged ideas’ symbols. Sometimes the 
destruction of the symbol coincides with the challenge 
made to the established idea as with, for example, the 
French revolutionists in their storming the Bastille, 
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both literally and symbolically seizing and destroying 
the stored power. At other times symbols simply fall 
by the wayside, having lost the creditable backing of 


ideas. 


Ideas and symbols represent discriminations, cate- 
gories. These may not always be positive in motive or 
effect. In their greatest sense, however, ideas and 
symbols work toward the exercise of the mind, of the 
spirit: of being. In their greatest form they do not al- 
low stagnation because they promote continuous gen- 
eration. This is the true exercise pointed to by yoga, 
for instance. 


Ideas are made to fill voids. They attempt ultimate- 
ly to fill the void of human knowledge. 

The Ancient Egyptians held that things are the re- 
flection of archetypal or eternal ideas so great in scope 
that our human minds do not yet possess the sophisti- 
cation or magnitude to apprehend fully these arche- 
typal or eternal ideas in their true essence. We are only 
capable of grasping a reflection and not even all of 
that, they held, especially if we attempt to apply too 
much human analysis. In this acknowledgement they 
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